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In the Philippines, New Year celebrations are
lively, colorful, and full of energy. Families
gather at home to welcome the New Year
together, often staying up late until midnight.
One of the most noticeable traditions is the
use of firecrackers and fireworks.

Firecrackers are believed to drive away bad
luck and evil spirits, while the loud noise is
thought to bring good fortune for the coming
year. Many people light firecrackers at
exactly midnight, filling neighborhoods with
bright lights and loud sounds. Families also
prepare a special midnight meal called Media
Noche and display round fruits, which
symbolize wealth and prosperity.

Although Japan and the Philippines celebrate
the New Year in different ways—one quietly
and reflectively, the other loudly and
Jjoyfully—both cultures share the same hope to
welcome a new year filled with happiness.

By Bernadette Dimalanta
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